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SUBJECT: PRESS GUIDANCE ON NAM NGUM 
MANILA FOR USADB 

1. FOLLOWING IS CONTINGENCY PRESS GUIDANCE WE INTEND TO 
USE ON AN "IF ASKED" BASIS IN ANSWER TO QUESTIONS ABOUT 
THE WITHDRAWAL OF OUR PARTICIPATION IN NAM NGUM. 

2. QUESTION: CAN YOU COMMENT ON THE REPORTED US WITH- 
DRAWAL OF ITS PARTICIPATION IN THE NAM NGUM II DAM PROJECT 
IN LAOS? 
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ANSWER: WE HAVE INFORMED THE ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK AND 
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OTHER PARTICIPANTS THAT THE US HAS DECIDED TO WITHDRAW THE 
FIVE MILLION DOLLAR DEVELOPMENT LOAN INCLUDED IN OUR 1974 
BILATERAL AGREEMENT WITH THE LAO GOVERNMENT AS OUR CONTRI- 
BUTION TO THE NAM NGUM II DAM PROJECT IN LAOS. 

QUESTION: DOES THIS MEAN THE PROJECT WILL BE ABANDONED? 

ANSWER: WE HAVE NO INDICATION THAT THE PROJECT WILL BE 
ABANDONED. THERE ARE EIGHT OTHER PARTICIPATING COUNTRIES, 
INCLUDING THE JAPANESE, WEST GERMANS AND CANADIANS. THE 

TOTAL COST OF THIS PHASE OF THE PROJECT WAS ORIGINALLY 
ABOUT TWENTY-FIVE MILLION DOLLARS, BUT EXPECTED COST 
OVERRUNS WILL PUT THIS SOMEWHAT HIGHER. 

QUESTION: CAN THIS ACTION ON OUR PART BE TERMED "RETALIA- 
TION" FOR THE INDIGNITIES THE US HAS SUFFERED IN VIEN- 
TIANE? 

ANSWER: I DON'T BELIEVE THE TERM IS AN ACCURATE REFLEC- 
TION OF THE FACTS. THE TERMINATION AND WITHDRAWAL OF OUR 
AID PROGRAM AT LAO REQUEST AND CONGRESSIONAL SENTIMENT 
AGAINST FURTHER AID TO LAOS WERE THE MAIN FACTORS IN OUR 
DECISION. 

QUESTION: DOES THIS MEAN THAT OUR CONTRIBUTIONS TO INTER- 
NATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS SUCH AS THE ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK 
CANNOT BE USED BY LAOS? 

ANSWER: THE QUESTION DOES NOT ARISE IN THIS CASE, INAS- 
MUCH AS THIS DEALS WITH OUR BILATERAL LOAN TO LAOS. THE 
PROJECT IS MANAGED BUT NOT DIRECTLY FINANCED BY THE ADB. 

3. WE DO NOT PLAN TO USE THE ABOVE UNTIL WE HAVE BEEN 
INFORMED BY US ADB THAT ADB, LAO, AND OTHER PARTICIPANTS 
IN PROJECT HAVE BEEN NOTIFIED PER STATE 211421. KISSINGER 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS CONFERENCES, NAM NGUM, DAMS, PROGRAMS (PROJECTS) 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 08 SEP 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: RowellEO 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975STATE212624 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: JDROSENTFIALDTM 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750310-0517 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750973/aaaacned.tel 

Line Count: 97 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ORIGIN EA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: RowellEO 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 21 JUL 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <21 JUL 2003 by CunninFX>; APPROVED <20 NOV 2003 by RowellE0> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PRESS GUIDANCE ON NAM NGUM MANILA FOR USADB 
TAGS: EAID, EFIN, LA 
To: MANILA VIENTIANE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



